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GOOD is indebted to the Devil. Fo 

De Exiſtence of the. Devil of Uſe to the Clergy. 

The Devil is not a Vegetable. h 

Man brought into this World without ' being aſked whether he 
choſe it or not. | 

The more a Man i is tempted the better. 7h OR £ 

The Devil keeps the Virtues in Ti Cer s Heart com- 
pared to a Harp. 

The Devil compared to Poiſon. 

The Devil i is made a bad OY by not ts put | to his "ge 

| Uſe. : 

The Devil tempts a wiſe Man to doa gout Thing, © 

Ir is better for Good that Evil fhould exiſt. 

Man, ſoon introduced to the Devil. 

Man gives an Ear to the Devil. 

| Man's 


Fi it had not been better er that we ſhould have Jome Der 
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MORAL «xp RELIGIOUS USES 


F 


1 SHALL begin with the Devil's religious 
_uſes.---The divines are very ready to allow 


that ſuch a thing as evil exiſts in the world, 
and further, affirm with ſome confidence that 
| the Devil is the author of it: they proceed to 
_ fay, ſince I ſhall build all my arguments upon ; 
what I have received from the pulpit, that 
7 good: comes out of evil, and T conclude upon 
it that if good comes out of evil, it is good 
that evil ſhould exiſt. No divine, I ſhould 
imagine, will be ſo bold as to deny, that if 
6 good ame out of evil, that ad is ſo far 
B _— 
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forth indebted to evil, as it is to that out of. 
which it is itſelf produced. If the thing pro- 
duced is indebted to that which produces it, 
it will follow, that if evil produces good, or 
is any way made to produce it, good is in- 
debted to evil, and, in proportion to its author, 
which, the divines ſay, is the Devil. Now 


the divines hold forth that the Devil is the 


author of all evil, and they affirm that good 
comes out of evil, therefore the Devil is a 


cauſe of good. Now if the laſt concluſion be © 


true, why are the divines ſo bitter againſt wa 1 


Devil: and if there was no fuch thing as a 
Devil, what uſe ſhould we have for the . 
vines, to put us upon our guard againſt him? 
.To return: It appears that the Devil is a 
. very uſeful Being: I argue thus; that the 
power, be it what it may, which puts men 
forward to do evil is good, it is proved, de- 
cauſe ſuch power calls upon ſome virtue to 
reſiſt its forces, as an enemy awakens reſolu- 
tion in the ſoul of Man to ſtand in his own 
| defence: Now temptation to fin 3 
fortitude to oppoſe its attack upon the ſoul; 
and it is preached to me, that fortitude is one 
of the nobleſt of the Chriſtian virtues: Temp- 
tation therefore calls up this noble virtue into 
| | action, 


4 , 


* 


| [ 3 1 0 
aQion, which, had it not SY for ſuch. temp- 
tation, had ſtill flept in potentia in the ſoul: 
but the Devil is the author of every temptation > 


to. ſin, therefore the Devil is a procatarctic 


cauſe, to ſpeak with the phyſicians, of the 
meritorious works of virtue: Now whatever 
Being is a ſpur. to virtue is a uſeful Being; but 
the Devil provoking. man to ſtand at arms 
_ againſt his temptations, is of uſe in proyoking 


ſuch oppoſition ;-and it is preached. to me, that 1 


it is good to oppoſe the Devil, therefore the 
Devil is a very uſeful being. I proceed to ar- 
gue that the Devil is a very uſeful Being ta 
religion :---Byt it is objected in my way that 
a tree is known by its fruit; that a bad tree 


brings forth bad fruit, not good: fruit ; hoc 


then can the Devil, being evil, produce any 
thing which is good? I anſwer, that it is no 
legitimate concluſion to affirm, that becauſe | 
a thing is bad in ſome particulars, it is there - 
fore univerſally evil : and althougha tree may 
bring forth bad fruit, it will not follow that 
the tree is therefore good for nothing; and 
although it may produce bad fruit, it may, 
_ notwithſtanding, produce a very good axle, 
a good wheel, or a wooden leg. Again, Ian- 
ſwer, that the Devil is not a vegetable, but 
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compared to one by the objector 8 figure of 
ſpeech: and the queſtion. doth not proceed 
whether a bad tree brings forth good fruit, 
but whether the Devil hath his religious uſes ? 
. Again it is objected, that the Devil is not the 
cauſe of man's waging war againſt his temp® 
tations, but the love which he hath for the 
thing which is right — 1 anſwer, that what- 5 
ever provokes a man to battle is a cauſe 
of his fighting; and although a man may 
fight without any provocation, as we cannot 
aͤrgue from the removal of the antecedent to 
the removal of the conſequent ; nevertheleſs 
a provocation is {till a cauſe of his fighting, 
and of the honours he gains'in the victory, 
the cauſe without which he had neither fought 
or conquered: and although a man's love for 
the thing which is right, may be one among 7 
the cauſes of his fighting, yet had not he 
been attacked by the Devil he had not fought 
at all; and if ſo, where after all had exiſted 
the triumph over Satan, the greateſt glory 
of the religious warrior? hence appear the 
Devil's religious uſes.---Now Religion, as I 
have it handed down to me from the pulpit, 
is a code of laws conſtituted in an agreement, 
not in oppoſition to each other; which tell 
| me 


being aſked whether J choſe it or not, and 


N 
me What 1 ani to do, and what 1 am not to 
do, with the conſequences of my doing as'T 
am bidden, and of my doing otherwiſe” than 
J am bidden. If I do as I am bidden, fay 
the divines, I am to look for eternal 5 9 
7 neſs; FF do otherwiſe than 1 am bidden, I 
am to expect to be caſt into ever living fire. 


Now as I was brought into this world without 


when I was come into this world T was in- 
rolled in this covenant without being aſked 
whether I choſe it or not, ſo far I am under 
the power of neceſſity ; but at this point, it 
is preached to me, neceſſity ends, and option 
or choice begins ;---that is, a choice of two 
things, of good, and of evil : and, as I ſhall 
have occaſion to repeat, the Devil is of uſe in 
giving me ſuch a choice, becauſe if he did not 
offer, and tempt me- to evil, I ſhould have 
nothing to chooſe in the preference to good: 
| becauſe, if a man could not be otherwiſe than 
good, he would have no merit in being that 
which he could do no otherwiſe than be: It is 
therefore neceſſary that there ſhould be a poſ- 
ſibility of the laws of religion being broken, 
5 becauſe, any law which commanded a man to 
” do a thing which he could not do otherwiſe 
| than 


of s i 3 
do ee len which forbade a man to do 


os were an dry: "therefare the _—_ 
ableneſs of all laws exiſts in the poſſibility. of 


their being broken: To collect theſe rays into 


a point, to ſpeak with the opticians, religion, 


ur 4000, conſiſts in a man's doing as he is bid- 
den by its laws, notwithſtanding the utter- 
moſt power exerted by the Devil to make 


5 him break its laws; and albeit he comes in 


contact with the Devil, religion conſiſts in 
his repelling the Devil in any tangent, to 
ſpeak with the mathematicians. Now, the 
greater the power is which the Devil exerts 


to force a man to- break any of the divine 


laws, the greater is the ſum of the merit a 
man poſſeſſes who withſtands ſuch power; 
and the greater the probability from the ſu- 
perabundant weight of any temptation exiſts 
of his ſinking into ſin, ſo much the better 
man the divines account him, who can bear 

himſelf up againſt the greater momentum 
of the Devil's inſtance. But the Devil is 
the cauſe of theſe prodigious incumbencies 
of temptation; which, if they exiſted not, 
neither would the merit exiſt of a man's 
ſupporting himſelf under them, which merit 
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the divines hold it forth is a religious merit! 
In wich appear the Devil's religious uſes. It 
3 is objected, that to do good, and to be the 
|  cauſe'of good being done, are not the fame 
things; and if man does what he ought to do . 
When the Devil tries to make him do what 
he ought not to do, no thanks are · due to the 
Devil for that. I anſwer, this objection pro- 
ceeds upon a confuſion of the Devil's inten- 
tion with the thing done: to object that the 
Devil's intention is to make Man do evil, 
when the queſtion proceeds upon the thing 
done, is, to ſpeak with the ſchool- men, an 
ignoratio elenchi, it being the heart of the ar-= 
gument to ſhow the thing done, and not the 
Devil's intention. I ſhall have occaſion to 
illuſtrate this preſently. If the Devil is a 
cauſe of good being done, it will follow that 
ſo far the Devil is a uſeful thing. It is fur- 
ther objected that the Devil is a bad thing; 
but it does not follow that a bad thing may 
not be put to a good uſe. To allow that the 
Devil's a bad thing, in ſome particulars, 
proves nothing againſt my argument, I will 


not deny the Devil to be bad in many, but in 
the very endeavour to do the greateſt miſ- 
1 chief | it is in which the Devil is has the greateſt 
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| uſe to n becauſe, much of our religf- 


ous merit ariſes in our . warfare againſt his 


temptations: this is what the divines call 
fighting the good fight; ; and they prepare 


us with armour to enter the field againſt the 


Devil. In the ſcheme of religious diſcipline 


it is neceſſary that there ſhould be ſome 
oppoſition; Man is to earn the good which 


he is to receive as his wages with great labour, 


and in the midſt of ſtrife and difficulty, and 


in ſuch meaſure as his troubles are great and 


manifold, in an adequate ratio will his reward 


be paid him: now to this end it is neceſſary 


that evil ſhould exiſt, and that the Devil 


ſhould be at hand to vex him at every turn; 


that he ſhould be attacked at every point, 
that at one time the Devil ſhould try his pati- 
ence, at another his prudence, at another his 


jiuſtice, at another his temperance, at another 


his fortitude : : it may be added to this that 
the Devil keeps the virtues in tune, and like 
the oppoſition of the. finger to the ſtring of a 
harp, he ſounds each virtue ſtill in its turn, 
and puts, every chord in che human heart to 


the k 


It appears that a not thing becomes | an 16 
evil 


3 9 1 
evilehing by any evil uſe it is put to, and a bad 


thing becomes a good thing by the good uſe it ĩs 


put to: the phyſicians ſay, that in the qualifica- 


tion of medicines poiſons themſelves have their 


IN agg deadly powers may be ſo managed 
directed by the ſkcilful chymiſt as to mend 
and e the animal economy : now as 


poiſons have their ſalutary, ſo hath the Devil 


his religious uſes, and is found to invigorate 
and quicken piety and virtue by the We 


_ = „ of pee 


{i + lin hays that 95440 is cho eau ak 
of evil, and that evil hath no cauſe but per acci- 
dens: he explains this by ſaying that all things 


are in their natures good, and I remember the 


. maſter of ſentences ſays, Diabolus naturaliter eſt 


bonus St. Thomas adds, that cauſam per 


modum agentis habet malum: ſo that we make 
the Devil a bad thing by not putting him to 


his right uſe. It is for want of knowing the 


» 


right uſe of the Devil, as I deduce the conclu- | 
ſion from the argument of this acute divine, 


that he has more blame than ſhould fall to his 
ſhare. If any ſhould deem it unfaſhionable to 


quote S. Thomas Aquinas, and it is very much 
dhe faſhion to condemn men's books very often 
E 7 without 


. 

3 

3:3 

I 
171 

3 : 
& 

1 

: % 
. 
| 
| 
- OS 
Ft 

' a 


— 
— 


— 
— n 
- 


Wt. EP 


without reading them, and as ee without 


underſtanding them, I have to ſay in his behalf, 


that a great deal of what he ſays agrees with the 
writings of the beſt modern divines, Who 
ſeem to have read him with more attention 
than many care to own. At any rate I ſhould 
think it unfair to uſe him as robbers treat men 
on the highway, ſteal his ne and — 
him 8 5 


I hall OP? to examine W he nature of 5 2 
temptation : I obſerve that in every temptation 
a man is acted upon by two motives, e. gt. the 
Devil tempts him to tranſgreſs ſome law, and to 2 | 5 
vanquiſh the tempter: however, an abſent 
good, as Mr. Locke ſays in his Treatiſe on 
Power, has nottthat force always upon men 5 
minds ug to determine their choice in its 
favour; and they take up with any pleaſure 
at hand as the Devil pleaſes to ſuit his tempta- 
tion to their palates: nevertheleſs there are 
exceptions, and the Devil tempts the wiſe man 
to do a good thing in every temptation: can it 
be poſſible, I may be aſked, that the Devil 
ſhould. tempt any one to do a good thing? N 
think it is very plain that the Devil does ſo: 
whether it be his will ſo to do is not to my 

| | * 


. . | 

purpoſe; the queſtion proceeds whether it be 
ſo' if any thing elle is implied in the queſtion 
LI have nothing to do with it ; as I argue upon 
what is, not what is intended; I have nothing 
to do with the Ampbora, it is my buſineſs to 


| ſhewthe Urceus. To proceed, the Devil tempts 


the wiſe man to do a good thing, it is proved, 
becauſe the glory of victory is a temptation to 
give an enemy battle, but the Devil tempts the 
Chriſtian hero to fight him upon account of 
the glory and merit of the victory over ſo 
powerful a foe, now to be tempted to fight 
the good fight,” as the divines ſpeak, is to be 
tempted by the Devil to do a good thing. 
And this may be ſaid to be true in every ternp- 
tation. Again, in every temptation the Devil 
applies himſelf to ſome paſſion, ſince his king- 
dom is eſtabliſhed on the rebellion of the paſ- 
ſions againſt reaſon and religion, now the glory 
of the wiſe man is the command over his 
paſſions, but the temptation of the Devil is the 


5 cauſe of the wiſe man be a minen — 3 


n 


the wiſe man to do oa 3 A N 
the tempting a man to do evil that good may 
come of it, is to tempt a man to do a good 


_ the man who provides for his family, - 


3. | | and 
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(and to provide for ones family is to do a good 


thing) by committing robberies on the king's 
roads, does a good thing; but I have it preached 
to me, that thou ſhalt not do evil that good 
may come of it, therefore, thou ſhalt not ſteal 
a gooſe and give the giblets in alms. It re- 
mains, however, in this caſe, that the Devil 
tempts a man to do a good thing, as well as 
the evil thing which foreruns the good thing. 
And if the goodneſs of the good thing be equal 


to the badneſs of the bad thing, although a man 


has robbed Peter to give Paul a dinner, never- 
theleſs, if the account debtor and account cre- 


ditor be equal in their totals, no man can ſuffer 


by the balance: and, as every ſin may be ſaid 
to makę hell fire burn the fiercer, thus a man 
throws on a faggot with his rights hand, and 
— it off * with his left. 2. | 
11 may be . a e how the U Devil 
can be reckoned upon as of uſe to religion 


Who is daily at work to weaken it in all its. 


principles? I anſwer, to try to do any thing 
and ſtill fail in the attempt is to fight againſt 


oneſelf, as cannon balls, to ſpeak with the en- 
gineers, ſhot into a wall without cracking the 
battlements, ſtren Sthen the fortification at every 


ſhot ; 


> . 13 7 


n now if Satan fights againſt himſelf he is 

of uſe to religion, ſince every thing which op- 
poſes the Devil is a warrior in the cauſe. It 
may be added, that although the Devil hath 
not deſtroyed religion, it is no argument but 
he may do it. I anſwer, as I have it from the 
pulpit, that hell's gate is not to prevail 
$3 againſt it.” It is ſuperadded, to fail in any un- 
dertaking does not prove the will of the operator 

to be any other than it was: why ſhould this 

be repeated? I have ſaid that it is what the 
Devil does, not what the Devil means to do 
chat I ſpeak upon. We often promote a thing 
by what we do, which we would deſtroy could 
we do what we intend : we often do good to 

an enemy when we have very little mind to it. 
By the bye, how can this thing be? The di- 
vines tell me that-I am to love my enemy, now 
they tell me that the Devil is my enemy, and 
yet they tell me I am not to love the Devil? 

Io return the queſtion does not proceed 
whether the Devil's intention be good or evil, 

I inſiſt upon this the oftener that I may not be 
miſunderſtood, and there are ſome who are glad 
enough to miſunderſtand a writer as often 

as they can, and I do not write for their 
good * who will not 0 pleaſed unleſs 
they 
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may grati ify them oftener than I intend; 
queſtion i is whether the Devil be of uſe to reli- 5 
gion or not? It is nothing to the matter whe= - 


1 14 1 
they! can \ find a fault, though it is like that I 


vil may be ſaid to be of uſe to religion, will, I 
preſume, lie undigeſted on the ſtomachs of many 

who have no mind to allow that the Devil 
can be of any uſe at all, which, perhaps, they 
would be hard put to it to find arguments 
| to make good : But that the Devil US: 5 of uſe 


to religion I ſhall now proceed further to 
prove upon the plan of our ſtate of propation. 


It is to be remembered that an evil principle 

is not to be condemned univerſally; becauſe if 
there was no evil in the world we ſhould not 
have two things to chooſe out of: evil is a foil 
to good which ſets it off: it is better for good 
that evil ſhould exiſt, or it had not been per- 
mitted to exiſt: I do not praiſe evil becauſe it 
is, but becauſe it is of uſe to the good to exer- 
IDciſe and give matter for the freedom of choice: 
when a man may be bad, but hie rather 


to be good than bad, it proves the rectitude of 


his heart, which probation had not exiſted, 

had not evil exiſted whoſe author is the Devil: 

thus n are e wn the Devil's religious uſes; 
becauſe, | 


A, 4 
L 4 6 Si 
L. . * 


a man knows the law, the De 


'S 15 EF 
bacon as matters are, without ſome Devil 
there had been no probation. To put the eaſe; 


il tempts him 
to break the law, and offers him good pay- 


ment ſo to do, in this appears man's trial, and 
he ſhews himſelf to be a good man by refuſing 


the bribe and keeping the commandment. 


This is, as I underſtand the divines, man's pro- 


bation. If I am rong in any thing, many 


will abuſe me, few will tell me in what Lam 
ignorant; however, I will enter my caveat, as 
every man will, be ſure that he knows better 


than] do, that it is a better ſign of great wiſ⸗ 
dom to inſtruct the ignorant than to abuſe them 


in deriſion, and there is more honour in telling 


a man what he does not know, than in laugh- 
ing at him for not knowing it. To follow my 


maſters, the divines hold it forth that man is 


in a ſtate of ſpiritual warfare on earth, now, 
ſince there can be no war without ſome ad ver- 

4 ſary, our adverſary they teach me is the Devil: 
and, as I am inſturcted, it is neceſſary for the 
Tn good of man, that this ſpiritual ſcuffle 


ſhould exiſt, therefore the Devil is of uſe in 
being himſelf the adverſary. | Furthermore, 
religion, Jam told, is a code af. laws in which 
is fet down the will of the legiſlator, what he 
las! on 
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gins to find the Devil to be a ſtrange feaſt-maſ- 


bleaſes t to have done and what not, ne 
conſequences which are to follow upon eit er 


extreme: man is born in the world, and is pre- 
e hat ie meet ant 


| what they forbid; wich What is to follow upon 


obedience and diſobedience: he is preſently 


alſo introduced to the Devil, and is made ac 


—c * 


quainted with him, he is told terrible things 


of him, and bidden to beware of hi temptations: 
| thus inſtructed he is turned down 1 in the world 


to ſhift for himſelf. Now die is not a little 
ſurpriſed at his firſt ſetting out, to find the 
Devil approach him with the ſmiles of a friend 


rather than the countenance of an enemy, and, 


like the maſter of a feaſt, bid him welcome, 


eat, drink, and be merry. He begins to think 


that his tutors have put a trick upon him, and 
ſpoken againſt the Devil out of malice, and is 


very agreeably ſurpriſed to find the Devil to be 


other than he had been perſuaded to think 
him. Now upon this he gives way, heart and 
ſoul, to the Devil's temptations. He ſoon be- 


ter, that treats a man with roaſt meat and beats 
him with the ſpit ; he now thinks upon the 
good rules his tutors gave him, and will no 


longer take up with * pleaſure at hand, but 


looks 


„„ web) lies” 
. carefully into its conſequences: he be⸗ 


comes ſo wiſe as to know that pains and trou- 
bles are not the leſs certain becauſe they are ab- 


ſent, nor true pleaſure never to be had becauſe 
falſe pleaſures are deſpiſed upon account of it. 


_ Now the Devil in this inſtance hath done him : 


better ſervice than his teachers: it is not to be 


denied that his inſtructors did all they could 


for him, but the Devil comes in with experi- 


ence to make their work good: the Devil makes 


him feel, they could only make him hear the 
truth: ſuch are the uſes of the Devil, he proves 
the man, his teachers only could inſtruct him. 


Why then will ſome pull the plan of man's 


eternal good to pieces rather than not break the 
Devil's teeth with the fragments? We muſt 
view the whole ſcheme of its contexture, we. 
muſt take the whole piece of muſic together, 


and not quarrel with any particular note by it- 


felf which may owe all its harſhneſs to ſuch 
violent abſtraction, but in the general mixture 
with its fellow notes contribute a ſhare to the 
common harmony. This puts me in mind of 
what Jamblichus fays in the eighth chapter of 


the fourth ſection: IIa. lubornpiam: E: Hen ouy dc 
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Tos Ic thepeory avaryuauey Phopay exayovrair He concludes, | 


that there are many things in the world which 


are evil with reſpect to its parts, but which 


are not evil when taken together with reſpect 


to the whole. I refer the learned reader to the 
book which is in the hands of every ſcholar. 
It appears then, that the Devil is not only not 
uſeful, but prejudicial to religion when abs, 
ſtractedly taken, but when taken into the general 


ſcheme is not only not prejudicial but very. 


uſeful to religion. This is proved, becauſe 
if the devil had been of no uſe in religious mat- 
ters, but detriment only, he had not been per- 
mitted to meddle in the affairs of man. It ap- 


pears that man without a Devil, as matters 
are, would not be in any ſtate of probation: it 


is proved, becauſe where there is no temptation 
to do evil, no trial exiſts of man's fidelity and 
conſtancy to what is right. To know if a man 
be good or naught it is neceſſary he be put to 
ſome trial, but without ſomething to try him, 
I ſhould ſuppoſe I may be allowed to ſay, no 


trial could exiſt, the Devil therefore is of uſe 


becauſe he tries a man if he be good or naught. 


Now if the Devil be the means by which a 
man is known if he be a bad man or a good man, 


it 185 [ think, evident, that whe Devil is of uſe. 


in 


1 


in this trial of the goodneſs NF a man's heart. 
Aſſuredly no logician will affirm, that becauſe 
a thing is 4 bad thing that therefore it is good 
for nothing ! The queſtion i is not whether the 
Devil is a good thing or a bad thing, but whe- 
ther the Devil is good for any thing ? It doth 
not follow that becauſe the Devil would deſtroy 
religion and man together, that therefore the 
Devil is of no uſe either to man or religion: 
as it is no reaſon why 'fire is of no uſe'to man 
or the world, becauſe it would deſtroy man 
and the world. If it had not been better that 
we ſhould have ſome Devil, rather than that 
we ſhould have had no Devil, we ſhould not 
have had any Devil; becauſe Iam taught that 
nothing is created in vain.” The manifeſt _ 
uſes of oppoſition are not readily to be counted 
out in the natural world, no body whatever 
can exiſt without oppoſition of particles at 
_ everlaſting war with one another :—as it is 
in the natural, ſo is it in its counterpart, the 
moral world, and it is wonderful to ſee how 


| men will defend and fight for any thing in | 


which they are oppoſed. The battles for reli- 
gion's ſake are too numerous to be reckoned 
up in this place, but they . all aroſe from one 
nn in the Devil's tempting bad men to 
X ö „ make - 


TS} 


| kk the good defend it. Our reli gion ſeemed 
to grow out of oppoſition ; _ 

5 Duxit opes animumque ferro. 1 
1 ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more upon this 
topic preſently : in the arguments which I ſhall | 
deduce from man's obſtinacy, to ſhew. further | 

 - the xclig gious uſes of the Devil. 


8: 


* 


'To proceed : : the Dev: is af 4 in man 8 
ſpiritual warfare, becauſe, without A Devil it 
would not exiſt: we could not know the cou- 
rage of the ſoldier but for the enemy that called 


upon him to ſhew it: he that vanquiſhes the a 
Devil the ofteneſt, I am told by the divines, is 
accounted the beſt ſoldier in the ſpiritual con- 
teſt ; his merit therefore ariſes in his having 
loch. a thing as a Devil to fight againſt: there= 
fore the Devil is of uſe to religion, becauſe by 
his means it is ſhewn with what valour 3 its pro- 
feſſors will fight upon account of it. The tri- 


f umph Over temptation is the 3 ſoldier's 
crown, but without a Devil againſt whom 


would he fight? therefore the Devil is a cauſe | 


of the laurels he acquires in the battle. Again, 
fay the divines, religious excellence is the per- 


Ties 


feckion of human nature: 1 add to 15 


1 


ries s over the ens, which, when they dat 
againſt reaſon are the rank and file of the De- 
vil: now'if the Devil did not enter the field 
againſt a man, it is plain, I think, no man could 
drive him out of it, and in getting the better of 


him conſiſts the e of human nature. 


1 ſhall os an argument from the ohne Go 
of human nature, to evince, in a greater de- 
gree, the religious uſes of Satan. If many are 


obſtinate in the wrong, there are ſome too, 


who are obſtinate in the right: hence the mar- 


tyrs to the faith: theſe men ſtood it out to the 
laſt, and met death itſelf with eagerneſs, 


ſooner than give up their principles. Now if 
there had been no Devil, neither would there 


have been any martyrs ; and the noble army 


of martyrs is allowed by the divines, to be one 


of the greateſt ornaments to the faith: it is 


proved, becauſe had there been no Devil there 


would have been no perſecutions, becauſe, 
being evil, the perſecutions originated in the 


Devil, who is the author of all evil: it may be 


true that the Devil did not intend to do religion 
ſo ſignal a piece of ſervice, by tempting the 
Roman emperors to perſecute the Chriſtians, 
but it ſo fell out in fact that, whether he meant 


13 


it 


„ SM 4 1 
it or not, the Devil did a great deal of good to 
religion in tempting the Roman Emperors to 
perſecutions: and this, becauſe he made men 
the more obſtinate in the ſervice of it. Men 
are faid to be obſtinate in the wrong, when 
they will have things their own way which is 
evil, and refuſe to take any good advice from 
others: now when a man is in this mood it is 
uſeleſs to preach to him: and the Devil does 
more good than a good. ſermon.—““ How's 
that ]! Reverend Sir, I will ſhew you: there are 
many who will not only not take your advice, 
but will not ſo much as come to your church 
to hear it, from the pulpit. It often happens 
that men will not examine into a thing for fear 
of. being convinced of its utility: this is the caſe, 
when from this principle of obſtinacy, they 
have no mind to fide with any party, and will 
reject the beſt advice with indignation and ill- 
manners, when they have it in their heads, 
that it is the intention of any one to make them 
proſelytes to any mode of acting or opinion. 
Advice, argument, eloquence, be they never 
ſo fine in their kinds, are loſt to a man who ; 
makes it a point of honour not to give up his way 
af thinking; it is not becauſe a man does not 
know that he is in the wrong, that he will bear. 
himſelf 


> 


5 himſelf out in it to the laſt rather thaw give up 
| his own way, fince many are ſtubborn and obſti- 


nate in proportion as they know themſelves 


7 really to be in the wrong, but becauſe he is ſo 
great a fool as to think, that it is a token of 


wiſdom never to acknowledge himſelf to be in 
the wrong. Ignorant. men cannot diſtinguiſn 


MT 


the point between taking another's advice, and 


confeſſing themſelves, 70. be fools, and know ſo 
little of the very narrow boundaries of human 


wiſdom as to think, that a wiſe man can never. 
want any admonition: wherefore, if) you offer 
any advice to an ignorant man, he will not take 
the advice in any other way than as an affront to 
his underſtanding : you may even go ſo far as 


to convince a man of this ſort that what you ſay 
is very right, but you can get no further, he : 
will ſooner go to the Devil his own way, than 


take your advice, though it lead to everlaſting 
happineſs. . I muſt add to this, that men of 


profligate manners will not enter your church 


doors, and would deem it an indelible diſgrace 


to be detected by any of their companions in 


liſtening to a divinity lecture. What can you | 


do with theſe men, Sir? They are a diſgrace . 


to your pariſh, but they are out of the reach 
of your pulpit. If you talk-to them upon the 
mT on "= 
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i lives they lead, the bad examples clay: fet 


forth to others, tell them of another world in 
which wicked men are puniſhed for doing as 


they do, they will laugh at you, ſpit in your : 
face and kick you out of company. I muſt 


crave leave to tell you, Sir, that men of this 


ſort look upon a clergyman as none other than 
a Jack-pudding ſet up in a pulpit . once in a 
week, for the congregation to laugh at: or a 
man paid on purpoſe to frighten the vulgar, out 
of ſtate policy, 7o keep up the credit of affidavits 


in the nation. Indeed, ſome may object that if 
theſe men ever ſhould come to hear you preach 
a good ſermon, they would not underſtand 


what you were talking about, and they would 


be aſhamed to aſk you, becauſe the moſt ig- 


norant men take the greateſt pains to make 
others think them the leaſt ſo: it may be true, 


for men of profligate lives are aſnamed to do 


nothing but that which they ought to do. 
Now, my good Sir, it appears to me that the 
Devil is of very great uſe in this matter, and 
has it in his power to bring ſuch men to a ſenſe 
of their diſgrace, and their duty, by ſome ar- 


guments which they are unable to anſwer, and 


cannot be inſenſible to. Upon examining 


matters, I find that the brute and the profligate 


7 axe, 
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1 ] 
are, in many 1 very mur alike; ; and 
that the Devil tames a profligate much in the 
{ame manner as men tame beaſts, by con- 


finement, hunger, and bodily pains. No man 


argues with a brute in order to tame him into 


ſervice; and you would gain as much ground 


were you to admomiſh a profligate, as you 


would if you preached a ſermon to a wild 
horſe, in order to break him into uſe: for a 
bad man, who knows that he is in the wrong, 
and bears himſelf out in it, is out of the reach 
of any human art, ſince he is aſhamed to 
take any advice, if he is aſhamed of nothing 
elſe. To do juſtice to the beaſt, he is better 
than the profligate, ſince the beaſt has no rea- 


ſon given him to aggravate any fault; but 


the man who knows what he ſhould do, and 
yet does other than he ought, may more 
truly be ſaid to be a diſgrace to his nature. 
What can you do, Sir, with ſuch a turbulent 
Huron, who makes miſchief and diſorder his 


ſport, and would lay ſociety waſte if he were 


not to be ſtopped in his career by the laws? 


What will the chaff of the moſt weighty ad- 


vice avail againſt the whirlwind of ſuch a 
man's appetites? who does a. thing becauſe 


he knows it 1s wrong, not out of inſtin& like 
; Ton 


the beaſt, but worſe than the beaſt, becauſe 
the very viciouſneſs of the thing gives it its 
beſt reliſh? Can you ſuppoſe, my good Sir, 
ſuch an uncaſtigated Samojede will liſten to 
your preaching? unleſs you had him chained 
to your. pulpit's foot, and inoculated every 
practical principle into his arteries with a 
| horſewhip? There is nothing to be done 
with theſe men, who commit ſo much out- 
Ange in ſociety, without bodily pains. They 
make a jeſt of all things ſerious, and of all 
things ſacred: and the rather, becauſe the 
fault is the greater.---And although manacles 
are forged for theſe Irroquois by the laws, 
how much miſchief do they commit un- 
ſcorched by the rods of the legiſlator! Some 
member of ſociety muſt ſuffer before the law - 
can graſp them; ſome man muſt lament a 
wife ſeduced, or his family laid in ruins by the 
dice - box, before the vengeance of the laws 
can be let looſe upon them. Do you think 
ſuch men as theſe, Sir, will liſten to a lecture 
in divinity ? Men that would blaſpheme the 
Almighty, and curſe the principles of morali- 
ty, for the ſake of the bravado of it; and as it 
is the greateſt, would rejoice in it as the moſt 
glorious crime ?---To omit other things, how 
15 can 


JJ ͤK i — Be Eon 


0 


I») 


can you, Reverend Sir, rebate the ridicule of 


theſe men upon ſacred matters? You may tell 
them, that they will be called to an account 
in a life after this for ſuch ſins as are unre- 


pented of: you may explain to them the 


puniſhment of bad men, how very terrible 


it will be, and without any end; you may 
produce the arguments by which theſe things 
are proved, and conclude your diſcourſe wit 


ſuitable exhortations and reflections; -I will 


ſuppoſe you have kept them awake, and even 


attentive to what you have been talking 
about, by your impreſſive manner, good 
voice, and your eloquence: Why, Sir, you 


might as well have mounted your pulpit and 
preached to the waves of the fea in a ſtorm, 


and with as good ſucceſs, as attempt to calm 
and eontroul the tempeſtuous paſſions of theſe 
diſturbers of the peace by pious admonitions 

and leſſons in divinity ! | What then can be 


done with theſe men? You muſt give them 


up to the Devil He will lead them on from 


one thing to another, until he brings them 
to a bed of ſickneſs, or into a jail.---A waſted 
patrimony, and a body full of agonies, are 


arguments that are not to be laughed at; 


more forcible than any from the pulpit, to 
E 2 cConvince 


[8] 
convince a n of his miſconduct. 
Pains and ſickneſs, ſpaſms and convulſions, 
are ſermons which a bad man has no mind to 
ſleep out, to which may be added that ſerpent 
in the ſoul, a guilty conſcience. I would have 
you to conſider, worthy Sir, the ſuperior ef. 
fect of ſuch bitter miſeries over all the powers 
of pulpit eloquence; and I think you will 
agree with me, that the Devil takes a-profli- 
gate the right road to amendment. Vou have 
1 preached a great deal to me upon the obſti- 
| nacy of human nature, and 1 have deduced 
j this argument from it to illuſtrate more fully 
the uſes of the Devil. Bad men are very rarely 

to be ſubdued by any other than appeals to 
the ſenſes: they are deaf to all ſuch as are 
made, either to reaſon or religion. The De- 
vil teaches a profligate, in the moſt forcible 
manner, the truth of what Socrates ſaid of 
old,, That the man who 1s a ſervant to his 
appetites and Paſſions, ought 10 pray to God for 
better maſters.” It is very much the fate of | 
good advice to be much commended and 
ſoon forgotten: every man will commend 

— what he thinks he himſelf hath no need of, 
and will recommend uſeful precepts: very 
heartily to others, whom he conceives to be 

| | 8 9 
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{fo much leſs perfect than himſelf. T 


alone can convince a man of this ſort that he 


i 
1e Devil 


wants good inſtruction; he makes bodily 
pleaſures the buſineſs of his life, and the 


Devil ſo manages matters as to make thoſe 
very pleaſures the avenues to miſery. The 
ſpirit of a bad man is not eaſily to be broken, 
without weakening his animal powers; now 
the temptations of the Devil very ſoon ſhew 


the ſtrongeſt man what a very brittle thing 
the human body is at the beſt, how little it 
is to be truſted to, and how unwile it is for a 


man to build his hopes upon it, to be proud 
of it, and to give way to every appetite upon 


the ſtrength of it; and if any man would 
reckon a long life upon a vigorous conſtitu- 
tion and frame of body, the Devil gives him 
to underſtand, that it can be done by tem- 


peranee and virtue only. Further, the Devil 
inſtructs bad men in the very important truth 


that all ſuch as are of profligate manners, 
cannot reckon. upon another day in this 
world; this indeed may be as truly ſaid of the 


moſt wiſe and temperate men, but the odds 
are incalculably in their favour, who live as 
they ought to do, and this, I think, needs no 
argument to ſhew. Now if bad men are ſo 


fond 


ITY 


fond of this world and its pleaſures, they ate 
very great fools, by their own confeſſion, to ſet 
the chances ſo very much againſt themſelves, 
and accumulate the odds of their quitting 
it fo much ſooner than others, by living ſuck 
very extravagant lives: Now of the truth of 
this the Devil daily gives them very ſenſible 
proofs, by bringing ſo many to their death 
in the prime and ſtrength of life. Praiſe may 
not be due to the devil for all theſe excellent 
leſſons, becauſe, it may be ſaid; the Devil's 
will does not accompany the deed ; however, 
by thus inſtructing people in what they ought = 
to avoid; in order to their own benefit, ne- 
vertheleſs evinces the Devil's religious uſes, 
I'have known it to be aſked why all this out- 
cry againft men of profligate manners; if men 
lead bad lives, it concerns nobody but them- 
ſelves? Now, I muſt aſk pardon, if 1 differ 
from this aſſertion, and would crave leave to 
obſerve, that the miſchief which bad men 
commit concerns many beſides theniſelyes.--- 
No impiety, or immorality can exiſt without 
relative contamination, evil is of a ſocial 
nature, and cannot exiſt in an inſulated ſtate: 
it naturally ſpreads itſelf, like peſtilential dif. 
A from fibre to n, from vein to vein, 
2 | and 


fin } 
and from artery to artery of ſacial bodies; 
and were it not to be withſtood; by» ſome 
oppoſite principle, would melt. down: whole 
cConſtitutions into one maſs of moral gorrup- 
tion. Now the Devil, who is ſaid to be the 
author, is alſo the deſtroyer of evil; he not 
only lights the lamp, but ſets fire to the oil: 
he conſumes the food of evil, he deſtrays'the 
means, by bringing bad men to untimely death, 
or, as it often happens, to reformation, Now 
if bad men are ſo very dangerous to ſociety, 
any penſan muſt be either very wicked, ar uery - 
ignorant; who has the baldneſs ta ſay, that it is 
not every one's. duty to. the public as well as t 
individuals, to exert all. his talents and abilities 
ta oppoſe them. Every one would do well to 
conſider that all quarrels, whether between 
man and man, party and party, or nation 
and nation, firſt of all originate in ſome un · 
ruly paſſion; as in like manner, every moral 
evil which impairs the health of ſociety : that 
man therefore, who would diſcourage the moral 
writer, who puts people in mind of their duties, 
or the ſatiriſt, who boldly flands: forth as. the 
ſoldier of wirtue, is an abettor of profiigacy, 
and a bater of. mankind.----To: return :---The 
Devil being often the means of bringing 
6 | bad 


„„ 

bad men very near to death, abates michi 
of their pride and confidence in their bo- 
dily ſtrength, upon which many, who in- 
tend to repent bye and bye, and make a2 
good end of it at laſt, promiſe themſelves 
long lives, and think they ſhall have plenty 
of time to take their fill of wickedneſs, 
and . Bals —_— for it after they are 


eee to — on any longer. The Ae. 1s 4 
great uſe to ſuch as theſe, and to others, who 
have never ſo much as thought about any 
world but that which they live in; when he 
carries them within ſight of death, and makes 
them feel his approaches in their conſtituti- 
ns. Bad men would go on as if they did 
not believe in the poſſibility of their diſſolu- 
tion, did not the Devil make them know by 
the means of the gout, a fit of the ſtone, or a 
burning fever, that their bodies, however vi- 
gorous, are as vulnerable as others, and will, 
in a very ſhort time, rot into duſt in the 
grave. Many, upon ſuch very ſenſible admo- 
nitions, ſtop ſhort in the midſt of their evil 
courſes, and begin to find that they have miſ- 
taken the road to real happineſs. The Devil 
e them that a life Df: profligacy is not a 
life 
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4 n in n an thait- (Bei man wort 

pleaſure is the man of piety and virtue sa- Theſe 
are ſtrange leſſons to be read by the Devil 
but I think it ĩs very plain that the Devil dbes 
read to the world ſuch very goodꝭ inſtructiens,. 
Now, if the Devil does all theſe fine things; 
you may ſay the divines are of little uſe; for 
if men attend to the Devil more readily, and 


to ſo much better purpoſe than they will 


to them, the divines had better hang heir 


gowns: upon the Devils Horns, and leave all 


matters, both moral and religious to his di- 


rections. To this, Reverend Sir, Lean by no 
means accord, and ſhould nat be very willing 
to part with a body of men, who are not 


only of ſo much advantage, but do ſo much 
honour to the nation. The ſcope of my ar- 


gument is to ſet forth the uſes of the Devil; 
and as there are ſome things which the 
Devil does that the divines cannot do, as 

; I have ſhewn, ſo we receive manifold ad- 


vantages and benefits from the divines, with- 


out which life itſelf would not be worth 


the having. And as I have hinted it in the 
beginning of this diſputation, the Devil is 
one W the cauſes of the divines being ſo 
8 F fo, | uſeful 
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uſeful to mankind, ſince much of their buſi- 
neſs conſiſts im their putting men upon their 


guard againſt his temptations; and if men 
wpuld attend to what is told them from the 
pulpit, they would have their inſtruction at 


an eaſier rate, and at the hands of a milder 
maſter, than by giving way to the temptati- 


ons of the Devil, and buying their experience 


at the coſt of ſo many pains and troubles. 
But ſuch is the temper and obſtinacy of many, | 


that they muſt be left to the government of 
their paſſions, which are their maſters, and 
as their maſters, their paſſions will make them 
rue the day in which they choſe to become 
ſlaves to ſuch terrible tyrants. The Devil 
gives a man undeniable proofs that it is 
better he ſhould not give up his liberty to his 


paſſions, but remain his. own maſter: which 
proofs are the bitter miſeries, the dreadful diſs 


eaſes, the wretched poverty, and ſundry other 
calamities which fall as a vengeance on the 
heads of bad men, in conſequence of deſpiſ- 


ing the good advice of the divines, and giv- 


ing way to "Wa cateer of their Co el 5100 


f * 


Ef, think i it is th from what has how 148. 
that there are times in which the Devil- does 


mor S 
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more good than a good eme ü e | 


Devil takes a bad man in his own way, and 


makes his ſins themſelves the means of reform: 


ing him; IL eannot deny that there is great 
merit, and great good nature in admoniſhing 
a man, when at any time he is ſeen to be in 
the wrong 20 and in the divine his duty requires 
him ſo to do; but what pains ſoever the di- 


vine may take to give bad men good advice, 
| I am ſorry to find that he more frequently | 
meets with. ridicule, and contempt from bad 


men, than he does with thanks, and attention: 


however, Reverend Sir, the Devil takes oo: 
n * that TAR 95 


en i ſoon 40. make 


. 


5 Ho on e a "bad man js _ rea- 


dily to be brought to any ſenſe of his duty 
by official admonitions, the Devil very ſoon 


makes ſure work of him, and brings him ei- 
ther to his death, or to repentance, Now, Sar; 


how oddly ſoever it may appear, the Devil is 
of much uſe to you in making bad men know _ 
that what you have told them was for their 
good; and this he does in tempting them to 


proceed beyond all bounds of decency and 


temperance, until the pains which they feel 
in their bodies, convince them that what you 
: © - have 


IL 36 1. 
mave told them. were truths. It does not ap- 
pear to be of any moment to the argument to 
object, that ſome are utterly incurable, any 
more than it is to a phyſician, that ſome die 
under his hands; this will be the cafe, there 
can be no help for it. Some bad men pro- 
ceed from one extravagance to another with 
ſuch impudence and audacity, as if God i 
created whom on re to damn them. ö 


w 


#3 4 28 o 
doe may object to- hal I have advanced, 
and aſk if it be not more fit to-attribute theſe | 
means of reformation' to ſome other” cat 
and rather call the calamities which errdfy 
bad men into repentance, judgments from 
heaven; now I am very willing to agree in it 
i any pleaſe to have it fo, ſince the Devil, 
in the moral government of the world is {till 
of the ſame uſe as God's executioner, and 
further, I am ready to own it to be poſſible, | 
that the Devil-is put to ſuch a uſe very much 
againſt his inclination. It would advance this 
diſputation much beyond the bounds intended, 
to adduce all the proofs which might be mar- 
ſhalled in defence of the Devil's religious uſes, 
in ſupport of which the moſt powerful argu- 
beer g. appears to be that Protinghey becomes 
| 


Was: 4 


* 
3 


bim; inafmuch as tempting him to do what 


1 57 1 
its dere pubidhment. A. great ! | 
Devil provokes A104 man's conſcience towex 


he onght not to do, the Devil at the ſamꝭ ini 
ſtant awakens the conſciouſneſs of guilt with 


in him, which is in truth a very terrible in- 
| Kaen his: reformation. | Abad conſci- 


ence is a troubleſome companion, and will 
not ſuffer a bad man to be at his eaſe: And 


when bodily agonies, and an angry conſci- | 


ence unite in executing vengeance on a bad 


man, he is made to taſte the greateſt bitter- 
neſs in this world: and if ſuch terrible afflic- 
tions are not ſufficient to bring a man back to 


a ſenſe of his duty, no puniſhment on this 


ſide the grave can make a good man of him. 
I think it muſt be manifeſt, from the manner 
in which I have treated this ſubject, that it 


is by no manner of means my intention to 


prove that the Devil doth evil that good may 
come of it; but that, notwithſtanding he doth - 


evil that evil may abound, as I am taught, 
nevertheleſs good comes of the evil he in- 

tends.- Nothing elſe is meant to be proved 
than that the Devil may be put to a good 


| uſe: : the truth 3 : 3 have argued - 


from 
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the magazine and armory of the Devil' 

temptations, ſtill furniſhes ſuperabundant 
matter to preve the uſes of Satan, which 1 
mall ſet apart for the next book, ond his 


morabbuſes. Much might be added if there 


were occaſion, to the proofs of his re- 
ligious uſes, from hope, humility, infinite 
power, juſtice, mercy; from faith, from the 
compleat furniture of ſaving and ſanctifying 


graces; the — TN-Z6)bah and the confi- 


detice ates ”u er it S rs 


fich 12 — 1 2 25 1 2 einn 


- 1 Have n ſet this fabje@-i in a e 


of lights; as a thing is ſeen better by ſome in 


one light, by ſome in another, as the proofs 


are ſuited to various intellects. However, 
I will add another argument: ir appears that 
the Devil is of uſe to religion, in tempt- 
ing ſome men to be wicked, in order to 


others advantage. Now this happens in the 


terrible examples he makes of bad men: 
acting” in ſome ſenſe like the Lacedæmo- 
nians, who made their ſlaves drunk, and | 
ſhewed them to their children, in order to 
give them a ſuitable 3 to ſuch an . 


minable vice. 


I 


| : of capital puniſhments!® Now the ſchbol of 
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It cannot be denied that bee of 
others are of infinite uſe to many; Wich * 
one of the ſtrongeſt arguments uſed in favour 


example is as ſpaclous as the world itſelf alk 
the various claſſes which modify ſociety form - 
this great ſchool of inſtruction: human mi- 
ſeries abound in it, with their cauſes Written 
upon them. We ſee few men ſuffer any ills 
without being ſomewhere-in fault; and if 
ach man would bethink himſelf of the cauſes 
of his misfortunes, he would have little time, 
or:occaſion, to blame others. We are all, it 
ſeems, put on board ſimilar veſſels; the rocks 
around us are covered with wrecks, ſo that 
we can have little excuſe for being bad pilots, 
from the want of ſufficient warnings. The 
Devil hath little occaſion for his invention, 
for the ſame temptations will ſerve now which 
were in uſe a thouſand years ago: the exam- 
ples therefore are more viſible from the num- 
bers which croud them. A man may be very 
ſafe if he will but be at the pains of looking 
about him, and take notice what miſeries 
have befallen others, from giving too much 
3 to thus: or that ah ages ie 
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1 The divines inſiſt ſo much upon + the ak . 
and ſubtlety of the Devil, as would induce 
one to erna Is an (APE WG ior: Nn 
— and 1 NT wks. theits own. naked 3 
they ſay, that the Devil, although at times 
be gets the better of the ſtrongeſt men, may 
nevertheleſs be foiled by the weakeſt. NW 
the reaſon of this is, as I am given to _ 
ſtand, that the Devil is under orders, and n 


— 


man is to be tempted beyond what he is able I 


to bear. Upon this I argue-:---If the Devil is 
under controul, the Devil muſt be a ſervant 
to ſome higher power; if a ſervant, he muſt 
neceſſarily exiſt in a ſtate of obedience to ſome 
maſter; if in a ſtate of obedience, he is under 

ſome law; therefore the Devil is obnoxious 

to puniſhment if he does other than he is 
commanded: but I have no authority to ſay 

that if he does as he is bidden, he may look 
for ſome reward; for ſo would the Devil 
himſelf exiſt in a ſtate of probation. The di- 
vines tell me that no man will be tempted 
above what he is able to bear; againſt the 
ſtrong, and againſt the weak, therefore, the 
Devil is not allowed to exert the ſame force of 
* but to be forbidden to do any 


thing 


E | 
| thing, 4 at tlie ſame time to have tbe 
power of doing it, is the thing without which 
no probation can exiſt; but to be forced to 
do any thing, or to leave any thing undone 

at the inſtance of ſome greater power, leaves | 
an agent/no room to ſhew his good will in his 
voluntary obedience to any law; but whether 
the Devil does as he is bidden, with a power 
to do otherwile, or does as he is bidden, hav- 
ing no power to do otherwiſe, it is, however, Hip 
manifeſt that the Devil is none other than a 
ſervant to ſome ſuperior power: hence it ap- 
| . pears, that the Devil cannot run about wild \ 
without reſtraint. - Now upon this again 1 
argue; the Devil being thus limited and = 
curbed, he is of uſe to ſhew the kindneſs _= 
of the power which thus reſtrains him from 
breaking looſe, and exerting his full malice 
| againſt mankind. | 


2 Furthermore, Jon taught by my maſters, 
that no fin can be committed, unleſs a man 
wills ſuch fin; that is, the man's choice of 
evil in preference to good muſt accompany - 
the act; and this, becauſe if any man does 
any thing, without being at liberty to chooſe 
whether he will do it, or not do it, he cannot 
. chooſe 


J ?:?! 


L 


1 but do it, and no blame vets - 
him, ſeeing that he was under a neceſſity of 
doing it. Now the craft and ſubtlety of the 
Devil is ſet at work to entreat men to do evil 
in preference to good; the Devil cannot force 
any man: but he offers a great many fine 
things in order to allure and entice men into 
ſin, and is permitted to look into men's 
hearts, to the end that he may find out what 
is each man's leading paſſion and propenſity, 
and thus the Devil knows how to ſpice and 
ſauce his temptations to every palate. Now 
upon this I proceed to argue, that by ſuch _ 
temptations, he puts the wiſe man upon ex- 
amining into matters, and provokes him to 
take a nearer view of what are called the 
pleaſures and glories of this world: He is ſoon 
convinced that all theſe fine things, ſo far 
from being able to make a man completely 
happy, they very often make him very miſer- 
able; and that a wiſe man is much better 
without them than with them, upon account 
of the evils which attend them; that the goods 
of this world are imaginary, not real goods, 
becauſe they are made up of bodily pleaſures, 
which diſeaſe and harraſs mankind with ava» 
riety of painful diſorders; ; and are fo far from 
being 
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5 being worth purſuit, that * are a Mendes | 


and diſnonhour to any man to ſeek after them. 


Add to this, from theſe impulſes of the 


Devil, the wiſe man diſcovers him to be his 


enemy, that would lead him through temp- 
tation into miſery and deſtruction. There 
are indeed, other means by which a wile 

man may get ſuch knowledge, but this hin- 
ders not but that the Devil is of uſe to him 
in inſtructing him in it: If the Devil, by the 
terrible examples he makes of others, teaches 


a wiſe man a good leſſon, ſuch inſtruction is 


of as much uſe to him as if it had been given 
bim by a father of the church, and "Om 
of more 5 5 ches . an 1 5 


4 TI ; 12 
1 irritant animos demida per aurem 


Quam quæ ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus, & quæ 
110 Boy tradit Spettator. —Hox ar. 


| Thus the Devil i is of uſe to the with man in 
teaching him to reſtrain his nature, and fit 
his mind for the reception of grace---is of uſe 
-to bim in teaching him humility, by con- 
vincing him how weak a creature man is at 


the. beſt, and how ſubje& to fall into ſin 


through temptation.— Again, the Devil! is of 
4 n 8 G 2 | | | | uſe, 
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uſe, as he is the means of i two at- 


tributes, juſtice and mercy; ſince if there was 


no Devil, there would be no. ſin; and there- 


fore nothing to be condemned on the one ſide, 
or pardoned on the other. Add to this, that 


it was upon the accountof the ſins of mankind}; 
that the Mediator himſelf had occaſion of vi- 


ſiting the world, and n his OR 355 
kindneſs to man. | 


Fs 


| After all, 4 cannot anſwer for people's pre- 


judices; many are ſo ſet againſt the Devil, as 
not to be led by any arguments to think, that 
he can be made of any uſe to mankind. Some 
may receive this tract as a piece of irony, 


in which I have ſpoken in favour of the De- 
vil, as having his uſes, in order to ſhew 
an ingenious indignation againſt ſatan, and 

againſt bad men: However, ſure J am that 
ſuch will give their judgments with the 
greateſt confidence, who are the leaſt capa- 
ble of underſtanding a book, and ſuch as are 

the beſt judges, are the leaſt likely to "ANG | 
what is ſaid to themſelves. 


To conclode in what I have aid: I 8 
| followed 


5 * come ungſced. 


. 


followed ny MASTERS: I have. not affirmed 
"6 I am | 1 


 Nullivs en jurare in o verba, 1 5 


If I am wrong in any comchifion; I have Solis 
boldly, being well aſſured that they deem no 


man too humble to be corrected, no man too 


proud to be admoniſhed. I fear no man's 


5 cenſure becauſe it will be of uſe to me; I aſk no 


man's praiſe, although I would be thankful 
for it, it being a thing not worth having unleſs 5 


— 


If any man be offended at any thing I have 


ſaid, I beg to be forgiven at leaſt for what 1 
did not intend.---Reader I give you thanks. 


. 


END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 
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